
Educating Chester 
In early 1812 a gathering of “most respectable
Nobility, Gentry and Clergy, zealously attached to the
great cause of Religion” met together to discuss the
founding of a Diocesan school to educate Chester’s
infant poor. Soon a suitable building was identified  in
George Street. The Madras teaching method was to
be used: one proficient master would train other
teachers and the ablest pupils (monitors) who would
pass the knowledge onto various groups of scholars.
The Master was to be engaged at 60 guineas per
annum.

The resolutions on the running of the school were
that children over six were to be admitted, school
hours being from eight till five in summer and from
nine until four in the winter months.  On Sundays they
were required to attend at 9am and again at 1.30pm
for church service. Every Friday afternoon the boys
were closely examined on their progress by the
Visitors and Clergy - they were expected to learn the
Catechism three times a week and tickets were
distributed for good conduct and proficiency, twelve
of which would earn a penny reward from the Master.
Saturday was a well-earned day off and a fortnight’s
holiday was allowed in the gleaning season so that
children could help with the harvest. Not all the
children took advantage of this educational
opportunity – in 1813 George Robinson was expelled
for general bad attendance and for frequently
running off. 

After only a short while the proposed building was
deemed unsuitable and a new school was built
nearby, together with a house for the Master. The
schoolroom was 83ft long and 33ft wide – capable of
containing 400 children.  A portrait of the Bishop of
Chester was purchased and hung up in the
schoolroom and by 1817 over 150 boys were on roll.
In 1819 it was decided that all boys born in or near
Chester needed to provide a certificate of baptism
before they could be enrolled and each senior boy
was supplied with their own prayer-book to use in
church. Sometimes however their philanthropy was in
doubt – in 1821 the poor parents of Thomas Hodges
were warned that if they didn’t procure a pair of
shoes for him the school would expel him.

Conversely, five of the “best boys” were rewarded
with a coat and waistcoat.  In 1825 it was announced
“that if any boy absent himself from school without
leave the Master will send two boys from the First
Class to bring him and that if he didn’t come he will
not be suffered to enter the school again till his case
has been reported to the Board” 

In 1832 five boys were brought before the Board for
misconduct and were ordered to be confined or
flogged. The same year a group of parents were
admonished for keeping their boys off school without
leave but the defence of one was that his son had
been engaged as an errand boy during the fair.  One
boy Drabble was accused of theft, Ledsham with
using profane language in church and Meacock and
Wright were caught truanting.  In 1834 Butler and
Charles were reprimanded for
tearing their books and Hickey
for chalking on peoples doors.
An examination by the Bishop
and Clergy into the Reading,
Writing and Arithmetic standards
expected by the two first classes
revealed that their progress did
NOT deserve praise! 

Records show that in 1836 £2 was paid to the Master
by the Board to cover teachers’ gratuities, the
Sweepers of the Schoolroom and the buns that the
boys had enjoyed during Race Week. In 1840
accommodation was provided for the boys to wash
themselves.

The school building was also used for local events.
A rather startling entry in the Minute book shows that
in 1823 the Chester Choral Society were allowed to
erect a permanent orchestra in the schoolroom – “the
height of which at the front is not to be less than six
feet and that they also be allowed to take the four
ceiling beams for the use of the erection: That the
orchestra be substantially built and that one pound
five shillings per annum be allowed for coals used by
them”. 

The Temperance Society
used the schoolroom for
their regular tea parties
but were warned that they
would be stopped unless
the Society promised that
future meetings be
conducted in an orderly
manner as “much
inconvenience and injury
has been sustained by
the behaviour of some
who have attended”. Far
more circumspect was
a tea party held at the
school one evening in
1864, when the Rev
Harrison from St Oswald’s brought the
parishioners together there for an enjoyable social
treat and in 1867 an entertaining   event of Penny
Readings, featuring “The Cricket on the Hearth” and
“The Wreck of the Hesperus” together with many
songs and glees was arranged for an appreciative
audience – all accompanied by Miss Roberts on
piano.

The school closed in 1908 and the pupils were
transferred to the new George Street Council School.
The building was later taken over by a local bakery.
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Editorial
Well summer has been and gone again and
we are well on the way to 2017 – how time
flies. We hope you enjoy this edition of our
newsletter and don’t forget to keep up with
us on our Facebook page  and at
@cwacmuseums on Twitter
Chester History & Heritage, St Michael’s
Church, Bridge St Chester CH1 1NW

Tel: 01244 972210

email: chh@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

Residents and visitors often tell us how
much they enjoy the film we show daily
here at CHH – Memories of Chester.
Following a surprise visit from the film’s
producer, Angus Tilston MBE, we are
now the proud owners of Volume 2!
This excellent film looks at the City in
1920 and 1929 before the trams were
replaced by buses, Chester Motor Club
activities and RAF Sealand just before
WW2.  Footage from 1962 includes the
Gang Show at the Royalty, steam trains
feature in 1967 and there is a nostalgic
tour of Chester in 1970. Many thanks to
Angus for this gift and if anyone would
like their own copies of these wonderful
films let us know and we can pass on
his details. 

Don’t Miss… 
6 October – Haunted Chester– a spooky ghostwalk with guide
John Whittingham, £3, booking essential 01244 972210.
Meet at the Lock Keeper, Canalside at 6pm.

2 November and 7 December – A Collection of Curiosities.
A visit to The Riverside Museum 2.30pm.  Free, but booking
essential 01244 972210.

3 December – Christmas at St Michael’s –
11am- 3pm. Free, drop-in

18 January – Yesterday’s Chester –
filmshow 2.30pm. Free but booking
essential 01244 972210

More Memories of
Chester!

Can You Help? 
The Deafness Support Network is seeking memorabilia for the
Deafness and Dementia Sensory Room in Northwich which will be
open to the public. It will be dementia friendly and is designed as
a comforting and relaxing area. Memorabilia boxes will be used to
stimulate memory and conversation and will include topics such
as WW1 and WW2, family life, holidays, Christmas and much
more. If you have any items to donate ( or that can be
photographed/
photocopied) please 
contact Jennifer 
Johnson via email 
jjohnson@dsnonline.
co.uk or give her a 
call 0333 2205050.
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Day Tripper to 8 June
A collection of photographs about George Taylor, a famous
Chester coach operator who ran excursions from his base
on the Market Square brought back fond memories to those
of us who enjoyed his trips far and wide many years ago. 

That’s Life!  Working Days at Western Command to 8 June
Our wonderful donated collection of photographs that were taken by an employee of Western Command
proved to be very popular, with many visitors recognising friends and relatives who used to work there.
These images captured the social element of working life including Christmas and wedding celebrations
& bowls tournaments.
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Current exhibitions

Sugar Spam and a Sherbet Dip to 16 December
We all remember the
days when, clutching
a few coins and a
hastily scribbled note
we raced around to
the corner shop for
our mum’s purchases
– always hoping that
there would be
enough change for a
treat from the penny
tray. This display
looks at those small
shops that were the
backbone of our
communities

Spotlight on the Garden Quarter to 16 December

This time the spotlight falls on the area of
Chester known as the Garden Quarter. This
vibrant community includes the area
surrounding St. Thomas’ Church in Parkgate
Road, Cheyney Road, Sealand Road, Bouverie
Street, & Cambrian View. The commercial heart
of the area is Garden Lane and Old Port
Square.
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Future exhibitions

All the Worlds a Stage 9 January to 30 June 2017
With the new and exciting advent of Storyhouse providing Chester with a brilliant
cultural resource we think it’s time to look back at the performances of the past
– from amateur dramatics to the much loved Royalty Theatre, from the Tatler
newsreels to the evenings when we were all bewitched by the silver screens of
the local cinemas including the Odeon (now the home of Storyhouse), the
Classic, the Gaumont and the Regal.  Time to sit back and enjoy the show! 
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Keep the Homes Fires Burning  

October 7 1916 
Chester and the War; Hoole councillor in Eastern war
zone. Letter to the Queen Street Brotherhood.
Lieut. T.J. Jackson, a member of Hoole Urban District Council, has sent the
following letter to his fellow members of the Queen Street Brotherhood. “After
many moves we now find ourselves in the Northern part of the Eastern field.
The weather has been exceedingly hot; but not withstanding this and other
disadvantages of a sojourn in tropical countries, we are comparatively happy.
It is only when one looks about & sees the almost indescribable sufferings of
women & children, whole towns devastated, hear of cruelties perpetrated by
an enemy whom the world presumed to be civilised that we feel sad, even
sometimes wonder when the day of retribution will come, for surely it must…It
is when I know of these things that I say we must reaffirm our determination to
carry the war to a successful conclusion. We are looking forward to the days
when war shall be no more. The second anniversary of the war has come &
gone, but we must be as strong in our fixed intention to fight to the bitter end –
until victory at last crowns our endeavours. A great many of your members
have gone to fight (Some never to return) not only in defence of the country,
but to uphold the great principles of the Christian faith, and I am sure you
would not like to think their sacrifice has been in vain. I, therefore, ask you to
be resolute, determined to render such assistance as you can, morally &
financially, until       we can lay down the sword, our cause vindicated,
comforted with the knowledge that we have done noble service, not only for
Britain, but for the whole civilised world. –my kind regards to all, yours
sincerely, T. J. Jackson, Lieut..

Killed fetching wounded comrade: Chester family’s
second loss
We regret to learn of the death of Pte. Albert Bradshaw, of the Cheshires, son
of Mr. & Mrs. Bradshaw of Crane Street. He is well remembered in Chester as
a footballer. He is the second son of Mr. & Mrs. Bradshaw  to give his life for
his country, another son, Gunner Joseph Bradshaw, being killed in action on
September 19 1914. The parents have received the following letter “Dear Mrs.
Bradshaw, It is with the deepest regret that I write this letter to inform you of the
death of your son Pte. Bradshaw. He was killed on 11 inst.. On the morning of
11 inst. We had been shelled, and your son and another man volunteered to
go as stretcher bearers to carry down a wounded comrade. They were in the
act of picking up the stretcher when they were killed. We have placed a cross
over his grave and a record will be kept of the place… Yours Sincerely, H.W.
Hignett, Lieut. B. Co.”

October 28 1916 
Gallant Chester Lads; Sergeant Douglas Friend gets
the Military Medal
We have pleasure in announcing that Sergeant Friend, a Chester lad, has
been awarded the Military medal for gallantry. Sergeant Friend who is 21,
joined the Warwickshire Regiment as a private two years ago. After training he
proceeded to the front, and has been for 12 months in the thick of the
fighting… He won the Military medal for conspicuous bravery. During Sergeant
Friend’s 7 days leave he visited Chester, and had many interesting stories to
relate. He has been nearly buried alive twice, has carried messages along the
line when all the messengers have been killed or wounded, and has been
knocked over by a shell. He has done without water for 48 hours, was
marched 38 miles in a day and has been 10 weeks without a break in the
battle zone.

November 4 1916
Chester and the war – Chester soldier’s wife goes to
Switzerland
Under the new scheme whereby the wives of British soldiers now interred in
Switzerland after serving as prisoners of war in German camps can visit their
husbands, a Chester lady has this week made the journey. She is Mrs. Noyes,
wife of Pte. Noyes of the Cheshire Regiment, who was a P.O.W. in Germany from
the time of his capture at Mons. Pte Noyes was formerly in the employ of the
Chester Tramways.

Nov 11 1916
The Allies 4 months haul on the Somme
The British have improved the line east of Warlencours Hill & shown activity
north of the Ancre. The allies’ captures on the Somme in 4 months amount to
72,981 prisoners and 303 big guns, of which the British share is 31,376 men &
125 guns.

December 2 1916
Chester medallion of Jutland Battle
An interesting memento of the part played by HMS Chester in the Battle of
Jutland has been presented to the officers, men & the relatives of the fallen
officers & men. The memento is a bronze medallion from the City of Chester,
bearing upon it the arms & motto of the city. Capt. Lawson, Commander of
HMS Chester, writing to the Mayor (Alderman Frost) says “ You will I am sure be
gratified to hear that the Chester medallions have been much appreciated , and
particularly by the next of kin of the men killed in action. I have been asked to let
the citizens of Chester know how their generosity has been appreciated.”

This period saw the end of the Battles of the Somme, and Verdun which resulted in thousands of casualties for both
sides.  All extracts are taken from the Chester Chronicle which was published on a Saturday.



7

History and Heritage

A 1930s Childhood 
At the beginning of the thirties the
schools on the Lache had not been
built which meant that we children
living in the new houses in Curzon Park
had to attend either Handbridge or the
Saltney schools, so the majority of us
started our school life at Saltney
Infants when Miss Page was the
Headmistress there. Miss Roberts was
our first teacher, whom I remember as
being very kind and caring, but apart
from the visit of the school dentist and
the lovely coal fire in the staffroom
when we were taken ill or not well,
there is little else I remember. The
years spent at Wood Memorial School
are the ones that stand out in my mind
when Miss Roberts was Head, with
Misses Griffiths, Shone, Mena and
Carver (of the Macclesfield silk
dresses) were our teachers.
No married teachers then.

Although there was much
unemployment and poverty, of which
we as children were unaware, these
years were brightened by national and
local events that took place at school
or in the vicinity. The first I can recall
was the Silver Jubilee of George V
which was marked by a party and
games held in a field by the infants
school and to mark the occasion a
souvenir beaker was given to each of
us by Lord and Lady Gladstone.

We also went on an outing to Port
Sunlight, when we were all given a
tablet of Vinolia soap, moulded as a
medal ( a strange gift to children or did
we look so dirty?). We also had a ride
on the Liverpool Overhead Railway,
which was very exciting – but alas, no
more.

On a miserable January day George V
died and we all had to attend a service
at St Mark’s Church, wearing a black

armband if possible. In December
1936 Edward VIII abdicated. I can’t
remember if it had any significance at
school, as divorce was a “taboo”
subject – anyway, we would have been
too occupied thinking about
Christmas! At home we were told, in

reverent tones, that we would be
allowed to stay up late and listen to the
King’s farewell speech on the radio.

The Coronation of George VI was in
May 1937 and again we had a party
and were given a Commemorative
beaker. The highlight was a day trip to
London (15s including
sandwiches) from Saltney
station to see the
Coronation decorations in
Oxford Street and on to
Regent’s Park Zoo, this
being much more
enjoyable. I recall my
mother saying that Saltney
was like a “ghost town” that
day, with not a child in sight.

One event that stands out

quite clearly was a Good Friday
afternoon when a paper boy was
heard shouting and selling
newspapers ( unheard of in Curzon
Park) that Abyssinia had been invaded
by the Italians. Little did we foresee,
that in quite a short time we would
have evacuees and soldiers billeted on
us.

On St David’s Day we always sang
“Land of my Father” – most of us not
knowing what it meant – and “God
Bless the Prince of Wales”. At the end
of term we would march out to the
strains of “Men of Harlech”, played on
the piano by Miss Mena.

Ascension Day meant a visit from the
Diocesan Religious Advisor, escorted
by the vicar, whom I would imagine
would hope and pray that we all knew
our Catechism. We didn’t mind as we
always had a half day holiday, much to
the envy of our friends at the Chester

schools. When we played
outside during the long
summer holidays, as soon as
we heard the Cathedral curfew
ringing from 8.50-9.00pm we
knew it was time to go home.
We could never make excuses
as the curfew could be heard
right across the river  - this
sound like another age but I
suppose it was.

Shortly afterwards War came and
eventually radical changes in the
educational system, and I suppose the
end of an era, when these schools had
been so much of the community “on
both sides of the gate”.

Mrs J Clemetson



Events diary - WINTER 2016

OCTOBER

3 Frodsham & District History
Society, Main Street Community
Church Frodsham 7.45pm.
Anthony Annakin-Smith,
“Reading the Wirral Landscape”

5 Backford, Mollington & District
Local History Society, Village Hall
7.30pm. Graeme White, “The
Significance of the Cheshire
Magna Carta”

6 Chester History & Heritage
guided walk, “Haunted Chester”
with John Whittingham. Meet at
the Lock Keeper, Canalside 6pm,
£3. Tel 01244 972210

11 Weaverham History Society,
University Primary Academy
7.30pm. Paul Teather, “Moving
Cheshire Salt and Coal by Rail
and Water”

12 Malpas Field Club, Malpas High
Street Church 7.45pm. Carl Clee,
“Bees, Wasps and Ants – The
Fascinating World of
Hymenoptera”

15 Chester Society for Landscape
History Day Conference at St
Mary’s Centre, Chester. Info
from conference@chester
landscapehistory.org.uk

19 Pulford & Poulton Local History
Group, Pulford Village Hall
7.30pm. Bernard Dennis, “The
Third Duke of Bridgewater”

31 Chester Society for Landscape
History, Grosvenor Museum
Chester 7.30pm. David Gwyn,
“The Slate Industry of North
Wales”

NOVEMBER

2 Backford, Mollington & District
Local History Society, Village Hall
7.30pm. Gavin Hunter, “The
Slate Industry of North Wales”

2 Chester History & Heritage visit
to the Riverside Museum, “A
Collection of Curiosities”
2.30pm. Free but booking
essential 01244 972210

7 Frodsham & District History
Society, Main Street Community
Church Frodsham 7.45pm. Dr
Mike Taylor, “Family Fortunes –
the Astons of Aston and the
Pickerings of Thelwell in the
18th century”

8 Weaverham History Society,
University Primary Academy
7.30pm. Bob Thomas, “The Civil
War – its Origins and Impact
both Locally and Nationwide”

9 Malpas Field Club, Malpas High
Street Church 7.45pm. Bob
Burgess, “The Sealed Knot
Society and the Siege of
Chester”

16 Pulford & Poulton Local History
Group, Pulford Village Hall
7.30pm. Dr Kevin Cootes,
“Update on the Poulton Dig”

28 Chester Society for Landscape
History, Grosvenor Museum
Chester 7.30pm. Gavin Hunter,
“Underground Wirral”

DECEMBER

3 Chester History & Heritage,
“Christmas at St Michael’s”
11am-3pm. Free, drop-in.

7 Chester History & Heritage visit
to the Riverside Museum, “A
Collection of Curiosities”
2.30pm. Free but booking
essential 01244 972210.

7 Backford, Mollington & District
Local History Society, Village Hall
7.30pm. Carl Stagg, “The Davies
Family of Mollington”

12 Frodsham & District History
Society, Main Street Community
Church Frodsham 7.45pm.
Stephen Guy, “The Merchant
Palaces of Liverpool”

13 Weaverham History Society,
Christmas Party, Owley Wood
Recreation Club, Barrymore
Road Weaverham 7.30pm. Tom
Hughes, “Music for Yuletide
1200-1900” Tickets £8, must be
purchased at a prior meeting of
the History Society

JANUARY

8 Malpas Field Club New Year
Walk, Jubilee Hall 1.30pm.

10 Weaverham History Society,
University Primary Academy
7.30pm. “Samuel Oldknow and
Mellor Mill” and a talk by Bob
Humphrey Taylor on the Mellor
Archaeological Trust

11 Malpas Field Club, Malpas High
Street Church 7.45pm David
Haynes, “Historic Buildings of
Malpas”

18 Chester History & Heritage
filmshow, “Yesterday’s Chester
– How we Lived, Played and
Worked” 2.30pm. Free but
booking essential 01244
972210.

Lache & Westminster Park Local History Group hold various events and activities – please contact 
Linda Shuttleworth, shuttleworths@talktalk.net for further details.


