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Standing at the busy junction of Bridge Street
and Grosvenor Street today, its difficult to
imagine that here once stood St Bridget's
Church, a site it occupied for over a thousand
years.

According to the Victorian writer Hemingway,
‘the origin of St Bridgets Church is buried in
obscurity but may possibly be dated from King
Offa, who died in 797 about which time we
read that divers parish churches were erected
in Chester”. The church was poor —in 1535
the contribution from tithes to St Johns was
only £1 and in 1553 their vestments and
ornaments were valued at just over 13s. In
1578 it didn’t even have a Bible, absenteeism
went unpunished and the turnover of
incumbents was rapid, suggesting an
undesirable living. It was among the smaller
and less important of the city’s churches but
reference to the herald painter Randle Holme
Il and other collections show that the interior
must have been crowded with memorials of
the dead and that the colours and forms of
heraldry appeared on windows, on mural
tablets and slabs. Indeed Randle Holme
complained that he had been asked by the
churchwardens to make a large tablet and
frame depicting the Royal Arms to be set up in
the church but had not been paid the £5 he
was due for it. The inscriptions showed that at
one time St Bridgets numbered county gentry
and merchants amongst its worshippers.
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In 1690 the medieval building was totally
reconstructed in local stone and repaired in
1727 and 1785. This church had four bells —
according to parish legend there were
originally five but one was stolen by a
churchwarden who was owed money by the
church. Memorials included one to Stephen
Smith, his Majesty’s controller of the Port of
Chester who died in 1665. In 1728 the church
was described as “This church of St Bridgett is
neat, pleasant and regular, has a fine gallery,
commodious pews and a pretty altar piece.”

By 1825 however the building was deemed
unsafe and it was demolished, with a new
church designed by William Cole, a pupil of
Thomas Harrison, being erected near to the
castle. A writer of the time recalled of the old
church that ‘I was present at the funeral of Mr
Mellor, the proprietor of the Shot Tower in
Commonhall Street — | rather think from the
dust and dilapidation then noticed in the old
Church, that this was the very last funeral
service held there. The very delicate and
difficult work of removing the bodies interred
there was done at night, darkness lending its
aid to obscure the unwelcome and offensive
operation”. The Churchwardens account
book makes it evident that the parish
authorities welcomed the opportunity afforded
by the making of Grosvenor Road for handing
over the ruinous old building and starting
afresh.

The first stone for the new building was laid by
the Bishop of Chester in 1827 and Harrison
himself was laid to rest in the churchyard less
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than two years later. Ormerod tells us “ the
present church is a plain oblong structure with
a neat, light and airy interior, but with no
architectural grace to recommend it. There is
a gallery at the west end, a flat well painted
roof, and it is adorned with a coloured east
window, representing the Ascension”

The new church was demolished in 1891 but
traces of St Bridget’s churchyard survive —
weathered gravestones remain beneath the
trees near to the Magistrates Court and
although numerous burials lie beneath the
traffic island there, only two monuments are
still visible: one is a tall obelisk to the
nonconformist minister Matthew Henry which
was erected there in 1860 and the other is the
gravestone of Thomas Gould, an old soldier
from Cuppin Street inscribed “Died 1st
November 1865 aged 72 years, 46 of which
were spent in the service of his country. He
was present at the following engagements:
Vimeara, Corunna, crossing the Coa near
Almeida, Eusago, Pumbal, Redinha, Condeixe,
Foz d'Avoca, Sabugal, Fuentis D'ongle,
storming of Ciudral, Rodrigo and Fadajos,
Salamanca, San Munos (taken prisoner), St.
Millan, Pyrenees, storming of the French
entrenchments at Vera (wounded), Nivelle,
passage of the Neve, Orthez, Tarrez, Toulouse
and WATERLOO. He received the Peninsula
Medal with 13 clasps and the Waterloo Medal.
This stone is placed over him by a few friends”
We have to wonder what the redoubtable
Thomas Gould would make of his once
peaceful resting place today.
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Editorial

The newsletter is back!

After a momentous few months of moving our
collections from our old home in St Michael’s
Church we reopened in the Grosvenor Museum
in May. Our collections include local history
books, maps, access to thousands of historical
photographs and of course the popular family
history research service provided by our
wonderful volunteers who were really looking
forward to getting back to work! There are also
a few surprise items on view — supplied by the
Museum team — which we know you will enjoy
seeing, as well as the rediscovered 19thC
fireplace and unique stained glass. More good
news — we have extended our opening hours so
the service is available 10.30-5 Monday to

Mr Len Morgan

It was with immense sadness that we learnt this
summer of the death of our beloved friend and
supporter of many years, Len Morgan. Aside from
his knowledge and love of Chester he was a
wonderful man, warm, caring and with a great
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Friday. As before, we welcome your articles and
contributions to our newsletter — stories about
your own family history, places in Chester that
meant a lot to you but are long gone and
memories of what life was like. Email, ring or
write to us — we love to hear from you!

We hope you enjoy reading this and for those of
you who use Facebook our popular page
Chester History and Heritage includes
photographs of a city that has gone but is
definitely not forgotten!

The History Hub @the Grosvenor Museum,
27 Grosvenor Street Chester CH1 2DD

Tel: 01244 972115

email: chh@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

sense of humour — he will be sadly missed by
many of us. In September we arranged a film
show here at the Museum in his honour and we
will hopefully have a permanent memorial to him in
the History Hub soon.

K
a
S‘

Mr Len Morgan
enjoying a visit
with his friends
from Saltney and
Saltney Ferry
Local History
Group in July
2018
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A Surprisingly Playful Timepiece

No-one who has walked under Chester’s famous
Eastgate clock — rumoured to be the second most
photographed clock,
after Big Ben - can have
failed to notice the date
1897 highlighted in gold
on it. Queen Victoria's
Diamond Celebration
that year was a great
occasion across the
Empire and Chester, like
other cities, wanted a
permanent memorial of
the auspicious event.

A Jubilee Committee was formed but the idea of a
clock on the Eastgate was not popular with
everyone: alternative suggestions were a
contribution to the Fund for Nurses, a clock for the
Town Hall, new Public Baths, an orphanage and a
statue of Queen Victoria herself. Eventually the
clock on the Eastgate won the vote and renowned
architect John Douglas was asked to come up with
a design for an ironwork structure - it was originally
proposed that a stone tower be built to house the
clock but this was opposed by people living nearby.
Progress was so slow that the local newspaper
reported that “‘the Committee will have reached its
own jubilee before resolving the difficulties”.

Colonel Evans Lloyd, a prominent local citizen,
offered to fund the clock mechanism but although
the designs were passed in 1898 by the City
Improvement Committee another six months
passed before the Colonel himself wrote to the
Council urging them to hurry the matter along and
install the clock, which had been completed by
Joyce Of Whitchurch as instructed. The ironwork
was forged by John Douglas cousin, James
Swindley of Handbridge at a cost of just over £350
and in April 1899 the Chester Chronicle noted
‘mixed as were the feelings with which the erection
of the clock on the Eastgate was regarded, now that
the work is approaching completion the general
opinion is one of satisfaction”. Some commentators
were still unconvinced however, writing in the same
newspaper a fortnight later:

“The clock and stand are certainly handsome —
perhaps a little too ornate for their surroundings —
but time will tone down anything which now appears
a little new and garish” The clock was run by
weights instead of springs, thus enabling it to keep
more accurate time. The pendulum was said to
beat every one and a quarter seconds and the
pendulum ball weighed one hundred-weight.

The clock's builders formerly had to make frequent
visits to wind the mechanism but since its
conversion to electricity, this is no longer necessary.

The official opening was on
27 May 1899 with the
Mayoress, Mrs Stolterforth
pulling the tassel at
12.45pm. Architectural critic
Nikolaus Pevsner evidently
approved of the design and
described it and the
gateway it tops thus: "a
rusticated elliptical arch, on
it jolly ironwork carrying a (i &
diamond Jubilee Clock, by Douglas, and
surprisingly playful". The clock was formally
unveiled at a civic ceremony in 1899 by the
Mayoress of Chester and Miss Sybil Clarke, Col.
Evans-Lloyd's niece. During the ceremony, Colonel
Evans-Lloyd said the clock was his humble
contribution to his native city and he "hoped that by
day and night it would prove to be a comfort and
convenience, not only to the citizens, but to the
many tourists who visited the city".
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Every Picture Tells a Story — ten of our recent
facebook images to share with you!

Frodsham Street 1925

River Dee 1970s
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“ A Conspicuous Addition and Ornament to our
City” - The Opening of the Grosvenor Museum.

Cheshire Observer; Saturday November 17 1883

An influential and enthusiastic meeting in the Town Hall
Council Chamber on Thursday afternoon was held for the
purpose of taking the preliminary steps towards raising the
necessary funds for erecting a museum at Chester. There
was a large gathering of the influential ladies and
gentlemen in the city and neighbourhood. The chair was
taken by His Grace the Duke of Westminster. A building is
required not only to contain the valuable collections we
already possess, but also to be the head-quarters of all the
learned and artistic bodies in the city, embracing the
Archaeological Society, the Schools of Natural Science
and the School of Art. At present the collections are
scattered and the societies are very indifferently housed,
so that various operations connected with them are carried
out at very considerable disadvantage. Sir Robert Cunliffe
suggested a subscription list to be opened to provide
funds for carrying out the proposal. In addition to
presenting a site for the building his Grace The Duke of
Westminster headed the subscription list with the noble
donation of £4000. Before the meeting closed the list was
£4955.

A skilfully executed drawing of the proposed museum
prepared by the architect Mr. Lockwood, will be exhibited
in the council chamber for sometime.

Cheshire Observer; Saturday February 7 1885

Laying the Foundation —stone of the new museum at
Chester

Tuesday last the Duke of Westminster, K.G, laid the
foundation-stone of a building which is to serve the
purpose of a museum of Natural History and Archaeology,
with schools of Science and Art.

Long before the time appointed for the laying of the
foundation —stone (12 o'clock) a considerable concourse
of people assembled in Grosvenor-street, including the
mayor and mayoress and the Dean. The foundation-stone
itself is on what will be the right side of the entrance to the
building and contains the inscription, “This stone was laid
by the Duke of Westminster, K.G, Feb 3, 1885”.

In the cavity beneath was placed the usual glass bottle,
containing copies of the local newspapers, photographic
portraits and latest coins.

The Dean presenting the Duke of Westminster with a
handsome silver trowel with an ivory handle said “With
gratitude we place this trowel in your Grace’s hands, and
ask you to lay this stone, for your munificence has made
this enterprise possible and full of hope”.

The Duke then laid the stone. At the close of the ceremony
his Grace addressed the assembly” | have the great
honour and pleasure of saying this stone is well and truly
laid”. The band of the Blue Coat school played the
National Anthem. The company adjourned to luncheon at
the Grosvenor Hotel.

Cheshire Observer; Saturday 14 August 1886

The opening on Monday of the Grosvenor Museum of
Natural History and Archaeology, with schools of Science
and Art for Chester, Cheshire and North Wales will rank not
only as one of the events of the year, but will mark a
significant era in the history of Chester.
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Description of the New Building

The Ground plan of the New building is somewhat irregular,
owing to the several properties that comprise the whole, but
the architect, Mr. TM. Lockwood, has succeeded in utilising it
with such a nicety that nothing remains to be desired on that
head.
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The entrance is through
a vestibule up a flight of
seven steps, upon the
landing of which is
placed a screen filled in
with lead-lights.
Immediately beyond is a
i _ -~ large entrance hall and
B -t | staircase. The floor is
laid with mosaic tessellated pavement with ornamental
border, and a central ornament in which the arms of the city
are introduced. The staircase, is concrete supported internally
by wrought iron girders built into the wall in the centre of each
step. The stairs and Hall are well lighted by a top-light from
the roof, which gives a cheerful impression. On entering the
building on the left there is a reception or reading room 211t.
by 19 ft., its chief characteristics are an air of comfort
suggestive of quiet leisure, which are by no means lessened
by the high and handsome oak mantel and overmantle, and
the snug Cambridge grate with marble facings, the stained
glass fan-lights of the two windows representing the owl fast
asleep amid the sunflowers, and wide awake amid the
poppies; or day & night. Why this idea; whether it has any
association with the presiding genius of the room, or is only a
freak, we are unable to divine.

On the right of the entrance is the Natural History Museum, a
spacious apartment well lighted with stained —glass in the
upper portions of its three large windows. At the rear of this
room is a convenient passage for handing down specimens
to the lecture theatre.

There is a large room devoted at present to the exhibition of
archaeology and pictures. On the other side is the lecture
theatre where the 250 seater auditorium is specially arranged
in steps so all may have a view of the demonstrator’s table at
the bottom. From this room is a lift to the chemical laboratory
on the floor over.

The first floor is devoted entirely to science excepting one
room to be used as a library, a committee room and a model
room for the school of Art.

In the chemical laboratory unpleasant or noxious fumes will
be drawn through a ‘Stink closet’ and will be burnt. The
classrooms are spacious and sufficient for all practical
pUrposes.

The upper floor is entirely devoted to the School of Art.

The artificial lighting throughout is by means of the Wenham
patent gas light suspended from the ceiling.

The Opening Ceremony

The public opening of the museum, on noon on Monday;,
took place under most pleasant auspices and was favoured
by splendid weather.

The mayor and corporation met at the Town Hall, and
preceded by the mace and sword of office, walked in
procession to Grosvenor-street just before noon. His Grace
the Duke of Westminster and the Duchess of Westminster
arrived at noon. Their Graces were received at the entrance
by Mr. A.O.Walker, Mr. G.W. Shrubsole, Mr. TM. Lockwood
and others. The Bishop offered up a prayer, and the party
entered the building, over which they were conducted by the
heads of department. After the inspection an adjournment
was made to the Lecture Theatre, where the large company
assembled to hear the addresses. The Duke of Westminster
presided. He said;” If it was a pleasure to lay the first stone of
this building on 3 February, 1885, it is a greater pleasure to
declare it open, after a period of 17 months, on this 9, August
1886. Then all was hope and anticipation, now we have the
completion of our hopes; and from henceforth Science and
Art will be enshrined in a fashion worthy of the position which
they hold in our city and which they ought to occupy in every
town of the Empire. Our learned societies have at last a “local
habitation” for which they have waited long and patiently. For
the name given to the museum | have to express my grateful
acknowledgment and thorough appreciation of the
compliment paid... |venture to assert that the museum will
be in itself a conspicuous addition and ornament to our city”.
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THE GROSVENOR MUSEUM’S

13th OPEN ART EXHIBITION

Bringing in days 26 & 27 April 2019
Exhibition open 10 May - 18 September 2019

SELECTORS PRIZES
Bernadine Murray, Head of Art & Design, University of Chester 1st £1,000
John Whitehill, Artist 2nd £500
Peter Boughton, Keeper of Art, West Cheshire Museums 3rd £250

Visitors’ Choice £100
Grosvenor Museum, 27 Grosvenor Street, Chester, CH1 2DD

The exhibition will be opened by
For entry forms contact Samantha Belsham Helen Legg, Director,
T 01244 972197 E samantha.belsham@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk Tate Liverpool

/ GROSVENOR (& Cheshire West
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